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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

JACKSONVILLE DIVISION 

In re: 

RMS TITANIC, INC. et al.,1

Debtors. 
______________________________ 

RMS TITANIC, INC., 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

FRENCH REPUBLIC  
a/k/a REPUBLIC OF FRANCE,  

Defendant. 
______________________________ 

Case No. 3:16-bk-02230-PMG 
Chapter 11 

Jointly Administered 

Adv. Pro. No. 3:16-ap-00183-PMG 

STATEMENT OF THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF EQUITY SECURITY HOLDERS 
OF PREMIER EXHIBITIONS, INC., IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF  

RMS TITANIC, INC.’S AMENDED MOTION FOR DEFAULT JUDGMENT AGAINST 
DEFENDANT FRENCH REPUBLIC A/K/A REPUBLIC OF FRANCE

The Official Committee of Equity Security Holders (the “Equity Committee”) of Premier 

Exhibitions, Inc. (“Premier”), Chapter 11 Debtor in Case No. 3:16-bk-02232-PMG and the 

parent company of RMS Titanic, Inc. (“RMST”), the Chapter 11 Debtor in Case No. 3:16-bk-

02230-PMG, hereby files its Statement in Support of RMST’s Amended Motion (the “Amended 

Motion”) For Entry of Default Judgment Against Defendant French Republic A/K/A Republic of 

France (“Defendant”), and respectfully represents the following: 

1 The Debtors in the chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number include: RMS Titanic, Inc. (3162); Premier Exhibitions, Inc. (4922); Premier Exhibitions Management, 
LLC (3103); Arts and Exhibitions International, LLC (3103); Premier Exhibitions International, LLC (5075); 
Premier Exhibitions NYC, Inc. (9246); Premier Merchandising, LLC (3867), and Dinosaurs Unearthed Corp. 
(7309).  The Debtors’ service address is 3045 Kingston Court, Suite I, Peachtree Corners, Georgia 30071.  
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BACKGROUND FACTS 

1. On June 14, 2016 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtors each filed a voluntary petition 

for relief under chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code, commencing the above-captioned, jointly 

administered bankruptcy case (the “Bankruptcy Case”).  

2. The Debtors continue to operate their businesses as debtors in possession pursuant 

to Bankruptcy Code Sections 1107 and 1108.  

3. No trustee or examiner has been appointed in the Bankruptcy Case.  

4. On August 24, 2016, the Acting United States Trustee, Guy G. Gebhardt, 

appointed the members of the Equity Committee.  On August 31, 2016, the Equity Committee 

selected Landau Gottfried & Berger LLP and Akerman LLP as its general bankruptcy counsel. 

5. On August 17, 2016, RMST commenced this Adversary Proceeding by filing a 

Complaint against defendant French Republic a/k/a Republic of France (“France”).  [Docket No. 

1.]  The Complaint seeks a declaratory judgment that France has no interest in the so-called 

“French Artifacts.” 

6. On November 21, 2016, the Equity Committee filed its Motion of the Official 

Committee of Equity Security Holders Of Premier Exhibitions, Inc., To Intervene as a Party 

Plaintiff (the “Motion to Intervene”).  [Docket 19]   

SERVICE ON FRANCE OF THE MOTION TO INTERVENE 

7. The Equity Committee served its Motion to Intervene upon the Republic of 

France pursuant to Article 6 of the Hague Convention consistent with the requirements of the 

Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, 28 U.S.C. §1608.  Attached hereto as Exhibit A are 

Certificates of Service issued by the Huissier de Justice (i.e. Bailiff) evidencing that service of 

the Motion to Intervene was effected upon the Republic of France on December 26, 2016. 
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8. In addition to service upon the Republic of France under the Hague Convention, 

the Equity Committee served a copy of its Motion to Intervene upon Marie-Laurence Navarri, 

Magistrat de liason aux Etats-Unis, Justice Attaché, French Embassy, 4101 Reservoir Road, 

Washington, D.C. 20007.  See Certificate of Service attached to Motion to Intervene, Docket 19. 

9. The Republic of France did not respond to the Motion to Intervene.   

10. On December 23, 2016, the Court entered its Order Granting Motion of the 

Official Committee Of Equity Security Holders of Premier Exhibitions, Inc., to Intervene. 

[Docket 28]  There was no timely challenge to and there has been no appeal of this Order. 

ARGUMENT 

11. In its Amended Motion and in Supplemental Pleadings filed thereafter [Docket 

61], the Debtor notes the failure of France to assert any interest in the French Artifacts at any 

time since their recovery nearly thirty years ago.  The absence of any participation by France is 

not just with respect to R.M.S. Titanic, Inc. v. Wrecked & Abandoned Vessel etc., Civil Action 

No.  2:93cv902, the case pending in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 

Virginia (the “District Court”), but also with respect to proceedings in this Bankruptcy Court.    

12. The Docket in the main Bankruptcy Case and in this Adversary Proceeding 

contain no appearances by France notwithstanding that France has been served by the Debtors 

and by the Equity Committee with pleadings pertaining to the French Artifacts and had more 

than sufficient time to respond to the same.  

13. In failing to participate in any of the cases and proceedings pending in this Court 

and in the District Court, France has manifested a clear position that it does not assert any 

interest in the subject matter of these proceedings and has impliedly consented to entry of orders 

and judgments as this Court may deem just and proper.   
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CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, and in the Debtor’s Amended Motion and pleadings and 

supplemental pleadings submitted in support thereof, the Equity Committee supports the 

Amended Motion and respectfully requests that the Court grant the relief requested therein.     

Date: July 31, 2017 Peter J. Gurfein
LANDAU GOTTFRIED & BERGER LLP
1801 Century Park East, Suite 700
Los Angeles, California 90067 
(310) 557-0050
(310) 557-0056 (Facsimile)
pgurfein@lgbfirm.com

-and-

AKERMAN LLP

By: /s/ Jacob A. Brown                           
Jacob A. Brown
Florida Bar No. 170038
50 North Laura Street, Suite 3100
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
(904) 798-3700
(904) 798-3730 (Facsimile) 
Jacob.brown@akerman.com

Attorneys for the Official Committee of Equity 
Security Holders of Premier Exhibitions, Inc. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing was furnished this 31st day of July, 
2017, either by electronic notification or U.S. mail, postage prepaid and properly addressed, to:   

Daniel F. Blanks, Esq. 
Lee D. Wedekind, III, Esq. 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP  
50 North Laura Street, Suite 4100  
Jacksonville, FL 32202  

Brian A. Wainger, Esq. 
Kaleo Legal 
4456 Corporation Lane, Suite 135 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 
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Richard R. Thames, Esq. 
Robert A. Heekin, Esq. 
Stutsman Thames & Markey, P.A. 
50 North Laura Street, Suite 1600  
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

Jeffrey Chubak, Esq. 
Storch Amini & Munves PC 
140 East 45th Street, 25th Floor  
New York, NY 10017 

Marie-Laurence Navarri 
Magistrat de liaison aux Etats-Unis 
Justice Attache, French Embassy 
4101 Reservoir Road 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

 and by FedEx to:  

Ministre de l’Environment, de l’Energir et de la Mer, Tour A et B 
Tour Sequoia 
92055 La Défense Cedex  
France 

/s/ Jacob A. Brown       
Attorney 
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